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1
LIGHT SOURCE CIRCUIT AND LIGHT
SOURCE DEVICE EQUIPPED WITH SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a light source circuit which
is used in optical communication, an optical interconnection,
and the like, and in particular, to alight source circuit in which
a branched optical waveguide is formed on a substrate, and
light incident from a light source is transmitted to a plurality
of'optical devices, and a light source device equipped with the
light source circuit.

BACKGROUND ART

Recently, the study on silicon photonics in which various
optical devices are integrated on a silicon substrate has
received extensive attention.

It is known that silicon is an indirect transition type mate-
rial, and thus a light source with high energy efficiency is
difficult to be realized using the silicon. On the other hand, a
compound semiconductor such as GaAs (gallium arsenide)
and InP (indium phosphide) is a direct transition type mate-
rial, and thus a light source with high energy efficiency is able
to be realized using the compound semiconductor. For this
reason, as a method for integrating the light source on the
silicon substrate, a method for integrating a compound semi-
conductor light source on the silicon substrate is considered
as a superior method.

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 28, when a compound
semiconductor laser diode is bonded on the silicon substrate
as the light source by flip-chip bonding or the like, it is
possible to integrate the light source with high energy effi-
ciency on the silicon substrate (Non Patent Document 1).

Light from the compound semiconductor laser diode
arranged as described above, for example, is delivered to an
optical integrated circuit through a spot size converter, a
silicon optical waveguide, or the like. In addition, in order to
deliver the light from the compound semiconductor laser
diode to a plurality of optical devices on the silicon substrate,
a light source circuit including a branched optical waveguide
as disclosed in Non Patent Document 2 is used.

As a representative example of the branched optical
waveguide, a 1x2 multimode interference waveguide is illus-
trated in FIG. 29. The 1x2 multimode interference waveguide
branches one input light into two output terminals. As illus-
trated in FIG. 30, when the one light ray is branched into a
plurality of light rays by using the light source circuit includ-
ing the branched optical waveguide, the light from the com-
pound semiconductor laser diode is able to be effectively
utilized. As the branched optical waveguide, it is preferable
that a multi-stage branched optical waveguide with which the
light is able to be distributed to a plurality of optical devices
be used.

When the light from the light source such as the semicon-
ductor laser diode is incident on the branched optical
waveguide, reflection light is generated in a branch section.
As the light source device illustrated in FIG. 30, when the
semiconductor laser diode and the branched optical
waveguide are combined to be operated, returning light with
respect to the laser diode may be generated in the branched
optical waveguide. When the returning light is incident on the
laser diode, a variation in output intensity of the laser diode
(that is, generation of an intensity noise) or a variation in
emission wavelength (generation of a phase noise) is caused,
and thus a problem of affecting an oscillation property occurs.
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Thus, in the light source device of the related art using the
semiconductor laser diode and the branched optical
waveguide, a problem in which operation of the light source
device is unstable due to the returning light from the branched
optical waveguide exists.

In addition, as described above, it is preferable that the
multi-stage branched optical waveguide be used as the
branched optical waveguide such that the light is able to be
distributed to the plurality of optical devices. However, in the
multi-stage branched optical waveguide, when the number of
stages of the branch section is increased in order to increase
the number of distributed light rays, the reflection light is
generated in the branch section of each stage, and thus a
problem in which the intensity of the returning light is likely
to be high occurs.

As one of methods for inhibiting the returning light, a
method in which an optical isolator which uses a nonrecip-
rocal phase shift effect according to a magneto-optical mate-
rial (an effect in which a phase change amount received by the
light is different according to a propagation direction) is used
is suggested (Non Patent Document 3). In this method, an
advantage by which the returning light is able to be effectively
inhibited exists. However, it is necessary that a magnetic field
be applied to the magneto-optical material in order to realize
operation of the optical isolator, and thus a problem in which
a device for generating a magnetic field has to be additionally
disposed exists. In addition, since the magneto-optical mate-
rial has a physical property which is substantially different
from that of silicon, a problem in which the magneto-optical
material is difficult to be integrated on the silicon substrate
exists.

In addition, in order to solve the problem due to the return-
ing light, the reflection light generated in the branched optical
waveguide may be inhibited. As a method for reducing the
reflection light generated in the branched optical waveguide,
various methods are proposed.

For example, as disclosed in Patent Document 1 and Patent
Document 2, a branched optical waveguide including a
branch section of a special shape is proposed. However, even
though the branched optical waveguide generates little reflec-
tion light in a theoretical design, a problem in which the
reflection light according to a manufacturing error is not able
to be prevented from being generated exists. In this case, it is
possible to reduce the reflection light with an improvement of
microfabrication precision, but enormous cost and rigorous
process management are required in order to improve the
microfabrication precision.

In addition, in the light source circuit as described above, a
branched optical waveguide using silicon is commonly used
as the branched optical waveguide because there is an advan-
tage of enabling substantial downsizing compared to a
branched optical waveguide using a quartz-based material.
However, the branched optical waveguide using silicon has a
critically large core-cladding refractive index difference, and
thus has a drawback in which the reflection light is difficult to
be reduced.

CITATION LIST
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Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent No. 2809517
Patent Document 2: JP-A-2003-185867

Non Patent Literature
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Non Patent Document 2: T. Tsuchizawa et al., “Low-Loss Si
Wire Waveguides and their Application to Thermooptic
Switches”, Japanese Journal of Applied Physics, vol. 45,
pp. 6658-6662 (2006)

Non Patent Document 3: Y. Shoji et al., “Magneto-optical
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

By solving the problem of the related art, the present inven-
tion is to inhibit returning light from a branched optical
waveguide from reaching a semiconductor laser diode in a
light source circuit including the branched optical waveguide
which branches light from the semiconductor laser diode into
a plurality of light rays.

Solution to Problem

The problem described above is solved by the following
light source circuit and light source device equipped with the
same.

(1) A light source circuit in which at least one optical
branch section for branching one input side optical
waveguide into at least a first output side optical waveguide
and a second output side optical waveguide is formed on a
substrate, and light incident from a semiconductor laser light
source is transmitted to a plurality of optical devices,

in which a light path length I, of an optical waveguide
between the optical branch section and a next-stage optical
branch section or an optical device which is connected to the
first output side optical waveguide extending from the optical
branch section, and a light path length L, of an optical
waveguide between the optical branch section and a next-
stage optical branch section or an optical device which is
connected to the second output side optical waveguide are
selected such that an absolute value of a difference between
the light path length L, and the light path length L, is (¥4+1/2)
times (i is 0 or a positive integer) a wavelength of the light
propagated through the light source circuit.

(2) A light source circuit in which at least one optical
branch section for branching one input side optical
waveguide into at least a first output side optical waveauide
and a second output side optical waveguide is formed on a
substrate, and light incident from a semiconductor laser light
source is transmitted to a plurality of optical devices, includ-
ing:

aphase control structure for controlling a light path length
in which a light path length [, of an optical waveguide
between the optical branch section and a next-stage optical
branch section or an optical device which is connected to the
first output side optical waveguide extending from the optical
branch section, and a light path length [, of an optical
waveguide between the optical branch section and a next-
stage optical branch section or an optical device which is
connected to the second output side optical waveguide are
controlled such that an absolute value of a difference between
the light path length L, and the light path length L, is (¥4+1/2)
times (i is 0 or a positive integer) a wavelength of the light
propagated through the light source circuit.

(3) The light source circuit according to (2), in which the
phase control structure includes a dynamic phase control
mechanism for dynamically adjusting the light path length.

(4) The light source circuit according to (3), in which the
dynamic phase control mechanism is a phase modulator.
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(5) The light source circuit according to (3), in which the
dynamic phase control mechanism is a micro heater.

(6) The light source circuit according to any one of (1) to
(5),in which a plurality of stages of the optical branch section
is formed on the substrate.

(7) A light source circuit in which at least one optical
branch section for sequentially branching one input side opti-
cal waveguide into at least a first output side optical
waveguide, a second output side optical waveguide, a third
output side optical waveguide, and a fourth output side optical
waveguide is formed on a substrate, and light incident from a
semiconductor laser light source is transmitted to a plurality
of optical devices,

in which the first to the fourth output side optical
waveguides extend from the optical branch section to a next-
stage optical branch section or the optical device, the first and
the fourth output side optical waveguides, and the second and
the third output side optical waveguides are paired, respec-
tively, and a light path length is selected such that an absolute
value of a difference between a light path length of one output
side optical waveguide of each pair of output side optical
waveguides of the optical branch section and a light path
length of the other output side optical waveguide of each pair
of output side optical waveguides of the optical branch sec-
tion is (Y4+1/2) times (i is O or an positive integer) a wave-
length of the light transmitted through the light source circuit.

(8) The light source circuit according to anyone of (1) to
(7), in which the optical branch section equally distributes the
light to all of the output side optical waveguides.

(9) The light source circuit according to any one of (1) to
(8), in which a directional coupler or a 2x2 multimode inter-
ference waveguide is disposed in a previous stage to the input
side optical waveguide of the optical branch section.

(10) The light source circuit according to (9), in which a
light path length [, from the first output side optical
waveguide of the directional coupler or the 2x2 multimode
interference waveguide to the next-stage optical branch sec-
tion, and a light path length 5 from the second output side
optical waveguide of the directional coupler or the 2x2 mul-
timode interference waveguide to the next-stage optical
branch section are selected such that an absolute value of a
difference between the light path length L. , and the light path
length L is 1/2 times (i is O or a positive integer) the wave-
length of the light transmitted through the light source circuit.

(11) The light source circuit according to (9) or (10), in
which an optical, monitor is connected to one input side
optical waveguide of the directional coupler or the 2x2 mul-
timode interference waveguide.

(12) The light source circuit according to any one of (1) to
(11), in which the optical branch section includes a 1xN
multimode interference waveguide or a 1xN'Y branched opti-
cal waveguide (N is a positive integer of 2 or more).

(13) The light source circuit according to any one of (1) to
(12), in which the substrate is a silicon substrate or an SOI
substrate.

(14) A light source device, including:

a semiconductor laser light source; and the light source
circuit according to anyone of (1) to (13), which is connected
to the semiconductor laser light source.

(15) The light source device according to (14), in which the
semiconductor laser light source includes a compound semi-
conductor laser diode or a compound semiconductor laser
diode array.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, the reflection light
generated in the next-stage optical branch section or the opti-
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cal device connected to the first output side optical waveguide
of the previous-stage optical branch section, and the reflec-
tion light generated in the next-stage optical branch section or
the optical device connected to the second output side optical
waveguide of the previous-stage optical branch section are
synthesized in the anti-phased state in the previous-stage
optical branch section, and thus it is possible to effectively
inhibit the returning light in the light source circuit which
includes the branched optical waveguide for branching the
light from the semiconductor laser diode light source into a
plurality of light rays.

Accordingly, it is possible to inhibit the returning light with
respect to the semiconductor laser diode from the branched
optical waveguide, and thus the operation of the semiconduc-
tor laser diode light source is able to be stabilized.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a plan view illustrating an entire configuration of
alight source device according to the present invention which
is provided with a semiconductor laser diode and a light
source circuit including a branched optical waveguide.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged view illustrating a phase control
structure which is introduced to the branched optical
waveguide of the light source circuit illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory view illustrating an example of a
branched optical waveguide of the related art.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view illustrating a two-stage
branched optical waveguide of the related art to which the
phase control structure is not introduced.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view illustrating a two-stage
branched optical waveguide to which the phase control struc-
ture is introduced as a first embodiment of the light source
circuit according to the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic view illustrating a four-stage
branched optical waveguide to which the phase control struc-
ture is introduced as a second embodiment of the light source
circuit according to the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a schematic view illustrating the light source
circuit in which the phase control structure is introduced
between a multi-stage branched optical waveguide and an
optical integrated circuit as a third embodiment of the light
source circuit according to the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a schematic view illustrating a one-stage
branched optical waveguide to which the phase control struc-
ture is introduced as a fourth embodiment of the light source
circuit according to the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a schematic view illustrating the multi-stage
branched optical waveguide in combination with a directional
coupler in addition to the phase control structure as a fifth
embodiment of the light source circuit according to the
present invention.

FIG. 10 is an explanatory view illustrating a 2x2 multi-
mode interference waveguide of the related art.

FIG. 11 is an explanatory view illustrating a 1x3 multi-
mode interference waveguide of the related art.

FIG. 12 is an explanatory view illustrating a 1x3
Y-branched optical waveguide of the related art.

FIG. 13 is a schematic view illustrating the multi-stage
branched optical waveguide in combination with a three-
branched optical branch section and the phase control struc-
ture as a sixth embodiment of the light source circuit accord-
ing to the present invention.

FIG. 14 is an explanatory view illustrating a 1x4 multi-
mode interference waveguide of the related art.

FIG. 15 is a schematic view illustrating the multi-stage
branched optical waveguide in combination with a four-
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6

branched optical branch section and the phase control struc-
ture as a seventh embodiment of the light source circuit
according to the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a schematic view illustrating the light source
circuit in which the phase control structure is introduced to
the multi-stage branched optical waveguide which is config-
ured by a combination of a two-branched optical branch
section and the four-branched optical branch section as an
eighth embodiment of the light source circuit according to the
present invention.

FIG. 17 is an explanatory view illustrating the 1x4 multi-
mode interference waveguide in which light distribution with
respect to an output terminal is not equal.

FIG. 18 is a schematic view illustrating the phase control
structure in which a length of the optical waveguide is
adjusted as a first embodiment of the phase control structure
according to the present invention.

FIG. 19 is a schematic view illustrating the phase control
structure in which a width (an effective refractive index) of
the optical waveguide is adjusted as a second embodiment of
the phase control structure according to the present invention.

FIG. 20 is a schematic view illustrating the phase control
structure in which the width (the effective refractive index)
and the length of the optical waveguide are adjusted as a third
embodiment of the phase control structure according to the
present invention.

FIG. 21 is a schematic view illustrating the phase control
structure in which the width (the effective refractive index)
and the length of the optical waveguide are adjusted as a
fourth embodiment of the phase control structure according
to the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a schematic view illustrating the light source
circuit in which the phase control structure is introduced to
only one portion between a first stage branch section and a
second stage branch section of the multi-stage branched opti-
cal waveguide as a ninth embodiment of the light source
circuit according to the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a schematic view illustrating a high-order mode
cut filter in which a single-mode optical waveguide is con-
nected to a multi-mode optical waveguide.

FIG. 24 is an explanatory view of a compound semicon-
ductor laser diode array of the related art.

FIG. 25 is a plan view illustrating the entire configuration
of the light source device according to the present invention
which is provided with the semiconductor laser diode and the
light source circuit including the branched optical waveguide.

FIG. 26 is a schematic view illustrating the multi-stage
branched optical waveguide including the phase control
structure to which a micro heater (a phase modulator) is
introduced as a tenth embodiment of the light source circuit
according to the present invention.

FIG. 27 is a schematic view illustrating the multi-stage
branched optical waveguide in combination with the direc-
tional coupler which includes the phase control structure to
which a monitor (an optical receiver) and the micro heater
(the phase modulator) are introduced as an eleventh embodi-
ment of the light source circuit according to the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 28 is a diagram illustrating an example of the light
source circuit using the compound semiconductor laser diode
and the optical waveguide.

FIG. 29 is an explanatory view illustrating the 1x2 multi-
mode interference waveguide of the related art which is a
representative example of the branched optical waveguide.

FIG. 30 is a diagram illustrating an example of a light
source circuit of the related art which distributes light from
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one compound semiconductor laser diode into a plurality of
light rays through the multi-stage branched optical
waveguide.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates a light source device 100 provided with a
light source circuit 10 according to the present invention.
Referring to FIG. 1, the light source device 100 includes a
semiconductor laser diode light source 14, and the light
source circuit 10 formed on a device substrate 12. As the
device substrate 12, for example, a silicon substrate or an SOI
substrate may be used.

It is preferable that the semiconductor laser diode light
source 14 be a compound semiconductor laser diode formed
of'a GaAs-based or an InP-based compound semiconductor.

The light source circuit 10 includes an introduced light
waveguide 16, a branched optical waveguide 18, and a phase
control structure 20.

Light from the semiconductor laser diode light source 14 is
guided to the branched optical waveguide 18 through the
introduced light waveguide 16, and the light guided to the
branched optical waveguide 18 is distributed into a plurality
of light rays and supplied to an optical device 22.

The introduced light waveguide 16 is any type of optical
waveguide for guiding the light from the semiconductor laser
diode light source 14 to the branched optical waveguide 18,
and may be, for example, a silicon-based optical waveguide
such as a silicon optical wire waveguide, a silicon rib optical
waveguide, a polysilicon optical wire waveguide, a polysili-
con rib optical waveguide, an amorphous silicon optical wire
waveguide, an amorphous silicon rib optical waveguide, a
SiON optical waveguide, a SiN optical waveguide, and a SiC
optical waveguide. In addition, the introduced light
waveguide 16 may be another optical waveguide such as a
quartz-based optical waveguide, and a polymer optical
waveguide.

In the branched optical waveguide 18, at least one optical
branch section 24 for branching one input side waveguide
into at least two output side waveguides is formed to distrib-
ute the input light into a plurality of lights.

It is preferable that the branched optical waveguide 18 be a
multi-stage branched optical waveguide in which a plurality
of stages of the optical branch section 24 is formed on the
device substrate 12.

In addition, the branched optical waveguide 18 may be
formed of, for example, a silicon-based material such as
silicon, polysilicon, or amorphous silicon, and the optical
branch section 24 may be a multimode interference
waveguide or a Y-branched optical waveguide.

Here, the optical branch section 24 may be another type of
branched optical waveguide such as a directional coupler, and
it is indisputable that the branched optical waveguide 18 and
the optical branch section 24 may be formed of other material
such as a silicon-based material such as SiON, SiN, and SiC,
a quartz-based material, and a polymer-based material.

The phase control structure 20 is a unit for controlling a
phase of the propagated light by controlling a light path length
from a previous-stage optical branch section 24 of the
branched optical waveguide 18 to an input terminal of a
next-stage optical branch section 24 or the optical device 22,
and is introduced to an optical waveguide connecting an
output terminal of the previous-stage optical branch section
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24 and the input terminal of the next-stage optical branch
section 24 or the optical device 22 in the branched optical
waveguide 18.

The light source circuit 10 may further include a spot size
converter 26 arranged between the semiconductor laser diode
light source 14 and the introduced light waveguide 16. By
using the spot size converter 26, the light from the semicon-
ductor laser diode light source 14 is able to be efficiently
guided to the introduced light waveguide 16. As the spot size
converter 26, for example, a structure or the like in combina-
tion with an inverse tapered silicon optical waveguide, a
forward tapered silicon optical waveguide, or an inverse
tapered silicon optical waveguide, and a SiON optical
waveguide or a polymer optical waveguide may be used.
Here, the inverse or the forward tapered structure may be
disposed in the SiON optical waveguide or the polymer opti-
cal waveguide.

Next, the phase control structure 20 which is a character-
istic of the present invention will be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 2. In the branched optical waveguide illus-
trated in FIG. 2, the next-stage optical branch section 24 is
cascadingly connected to each of two output terminals (a first
output terminal 24a and a second output terminal 245) of the
previous-stage optical branch section 24 through the optical
waveguide. The multi-stage branched optical waveguide 18
as illustrated in FIG. 1 is formed by repeating a structure of
cascadingly connecting two optical branch sections 24 in this
manner.

As each optical branch section 24, the multimode interfer-
ence waveguide or the Y-branched optical waveguide as
described above may be used. For example, when a 1x2
multimode interference waveguide or the Y-branched optical
waveguide is used as each optical branch section 24, the light
incident on each of the optical branch sections 24 is able to be
distributed into two optical waveguides by 50%.

The phase control structure 20 is introduced to any one of
the optical waveguides connected to the two output terminals
24a and 245 of the previous-stage optical branch section 24.
The phase control structure 20 sets an absolute value |L,-L,|
of'a difference between a light path length L., from one output
terminal (the first output terminal 24a) of the previous-stage
optical branch section 24 to an input terminal 24¢ of the
next-stage optical branch section 24 along the optical
waveguide 28, and a light path length L, from the other output
terminal (the second output terminal 245) of the previous-
stage optical branch section 24 to an input terminal 24¢ of the
next-stage optical branch section 24 to (Y4+1/2)A(1=0, 1,
2,...). Here, . indicates a wavelength of the light propagated
through the light source circuit.

For example, the multi-stage branched optical waveguide
18 which satisfies IL, -L,|=(Y4+i/2)A is construed as the fol-
lowing. First, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the branched optical
waveguide is designed in which two optical waveguides 28
which satisfy L,=[.,=L are connected to the first output ter-
minal 244 and the second output terminal 245 of the previous-
stage optical branch section 24. Next, as the phase control
structure 20, the optical waveguide of the light path length
(Ya+1/2)A 1s introduced to one of the two optical waveguides
28 connected to the previous-stage optical branch section 24,
and thus the branched optical waveguide is formed as illus-
trated in FIG. 2. According to such an introduction of the
phase control structure 20, a condition of IL,-L,I=(V4+i/2)A
is satisfied.

Next, a principle of inhibiting the returning light by intro-
ducing the phase control structure 20 as described above will
be described. Here, for the sake of simplicity, the principle
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will be described by using the two-stage branched optical
waveguide (a four-branched optical waveguide).

The two-stage branched optical waveguide is realized by
performing a two-stage cascade connection of the optical
branch section 24 as illustrated in FIG. 4, that is, by connect-
ing two next-stage optical branch sections 24 to each of the
first output terminal 24a and the second output terminal 245
of one previous-stage optical branch section 24 through the
optical waveguide 28.

In the two-stage branched optical waveguide illustrated in
FIG. 4, reflection light is generated in each of one first stage
optical branch section 24, and two second stage optical
branch sections 24. The reflection light generated in the two
second stage optical branch sections 24 returns to the input
terminal 24¢ of the first stage optical branch section 24
through each of the first output terminal 24a and the second
output terminal 245 of the first stage optical branch section
24. Therefore, the returning light of the two-stage branched
optical waveguide illustrated in FIG. 4 is the reflection light
generated in the one first stage optical branch section 24 and
the reflection light generated in the two second stage optical
branch sections 24 overlapping each other.

Here, when the reflection light generated in the first stage
optical branch section 24 and the reflection light generated in
the second stage optical branch section 24 are strongly over-
lapped, the returning light is maximum. In this case, when an
amplitude reflectance of each of the optical branch sections
24 is set to R (<<1), an amplitude reflectance of two-stage
branch section optical waveguide, that is, an amplitude reflec-
tance corresponding to the returning light is able to be
approximately indicated by R+R=2R. Further, since an
energy reflectance is indicated by the square of the amplitude
reflectance, an energy reflectance of the two-stage branched
optical waveguide, that is, an energy reflectance correspond-
ing to the returning light is able to be approximately indicated
by 4R>.

The energy reflectance of the two-stage branched optical
waveguide is 4R? in the worst state as described above, com-
pared to an energy reflectance corresponding to the returning
light of the one-stage branched optical waveguide (a two-
branched optical waveguide) which is R, and thus it is under-
stood that the energy reflectance of the two-stage branched
optical waveguide is 4 times the energy reflectance of the
one-stage branched optical waveguide. Similarly, when using
an N-stage branched optical waveguide, the energy reflec-
tance corresponding to the returning light is N®R? in the worst
state, and thus the energy reflectance of the N-stage branched
optical wavegnide is N* times the energy reflectance of the
one-stage branched optical waveguide. Therefore, in a multi-
stage branched optical waveguide of the related art to which
the phase control structure 20 is not introduced, a problem in
which the worst value of the returning light increases in
proportion to the square of the number of stages of the optical
branch section 24 exists.

First Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

In this regard, the returning light of the two-stage branched
optical waveguide 30 according to the present invention to
which the phase control structure 20 including the optical
waveguide of the light path length of A/4 is introduced as
illustrated in FIG. 5 is considered. In the two-stage branched
optical waveguide 30 to which the phase control structure 20
is introduced, the reflection light is generated in the one first
stage optical branch section 24, and the two second stage
optical branch sections 24, and the reflection light generated
in the two second stage optical branch sections 24 returns to
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the input terminal 24¢ of the first stage optical branch section
24 through each of the first output terminal 24a and the
second output terminal 245 of the first stage optical branch
section 24.

Here, the optical waveguide of the light path length of A/4
is introduced to any one of the optical waveguides 28 con-
nected to each of the first output terminal 24a and the second
output terminal 245 of the first stage optical branch section 24
(in FIG. 5, the optical waveguide 28 connected to the second
output terminal 24b) as the phase control structure 20.

Accordingly, two lights which are propagated through the
two optical waveguides 28 extending between the first stage
optical branch section 24 and the second stage optical branch
section 24 generate a difference of the light path length of A/2
in reciprocation. For this reason, the reflection light incident
onthe first output terminal 24a and the second output terminal
245 of the first stage optical branch section 24 is in an anti-
phased state where the phases are different from each other by
180 degrees.

Thus, when anti-phased light is incident on the two output
terminals 24a and 245 of the optical branch section 24, the
lights interfere with each other to cancel each other out, and
are not able to be coupled to the input terminal 24¢, and thus
the reflection light generated in the second stage optical
branch section 24 does not contribute to the returning light.
Therefore, with the introduction of the phase control structure
20, it is possible to completely inhibit the returning light
caused by the second stage optical branch section 24.

Thus, in the light source circuit 10 according to the present
invention, the phase control structure 20 is included, and thus
even when the reflection light is generated in a subsequent-
stage optical branch section 24, the reflection light returned to
the first output terminal 24a of the previous-stage optical
branch section 24 and the reflection light returned to the
second output terminal 245 of the previous-stage optical
branch section 24 are in the anti-phased state (that is, in a state
where the phases are shifted by 180 degrees), and thus inter-
fere with each other to cancel each other out at the time of
being overlapped in the previous-stage optical branch section
24. Therefore, an effect of inhibiting the returning light is
obtained.

In addition, even when the present invention is applied to
the light source circuit 10 of another structure such as a light
source circuit provided with a multi-stage branched optical
waveguide of three or more stages or a branched optical
waveguide including an optical branch section which
branches light into three or more optical waveguides, it is
possible to obtain the same effect.

Hereinafter, various types of branched optical waveguides
18 which are able to obtain an inhibitive effect on the return-
ing light by introducing the phase control structure 20 accord-
ing to the present invention will be described.

Second Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

A multi-stage branched optical waveguide of three or more
stages is able to be realized by simply performing the cascade
connection with respect to the branched optical waveguide. In
FIG. 6, the light source circuit including a four-stage
branched optical waveguide 32 (a 16-branched optical
waveguide) to which the phase control structure is introduced
is illustrated. In the multi-stage branched optical waveguide
32 of three or more stages, according to the same principle as
in the two-stage branched optical waveguide 30 described
above, it is possible to completely inhibit the returning light
caused by the optical branch section 24 after the second stage.
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Thus, in the multi-stage branched optical waveguide 18 to
which the phase control structure 20 is introduced, the reflec-
tion light from the optical branch section 24 after the second
stage does not contribute to the returning light, and in the
two-stage branched optical waveguide 30 or the multi-stage
branched optical waveguide 32 of three or more stages to
which the phase control structure 20 is introduced, an energy
reflectance value corresponding to the returning light is R? as
is the case of the one-stage branched optical waveguide.

That is, in the multi-stage branched optical waveguide of
the related art, the problem in which the worst value of the
returning light increases in proportion to the square of the
number of stages of the optical branch section 24 exists, butin
the multi-stage branched optical waveguide 18 to which the
phase control structure 20 is introduced, the returning light
does not increase according to the number of stages as
described above. Therefore, when the phase control structure
20 is introduced to the multi-stage branched optical
waveguide 18, it is possible to freely select the number of
stages of the optical branch section 24 at the time of designing
the device.

In addition, as described above, the energy reflectance
value corresponding to the returning light of a case of the
two-stage branched optical waveguide 30 or the multi-stage
branched optical waveguide 32 of three or more stages to
which the phase control structure 20 is introduced is identical
to the case of the one-stage branched optical waveguide, and
thus when the amplitude reflectance of the first stage optical
branch section is set to R, and the amplitude reflectance of
the optical branch section after the second stage is set to R,,
R;, ..., and the energy reflectance value corresponding to the
returning light in the multi-stage branched optical waveguide
18 is approximately indicated by R .

That is, in the multi-stage branched optical waveguide 18,
the energy reflectance corresponding to the returning light is
determined by the amplitude reflectance of the first stage
optical branch section 24, and thus it is possible to consider-
ably inhibit the returning light as the amplitude reflectance of
the first stage optical branch section 24 decreases.

In the multi-stage branched optical waveguide of the
related art, in order to inhibit the returning light, the amplitude
reflectance of the entire optical branch section 24 has to be
decreased. On the other hand, when the phase control struc-
ture 20 is introduced according to the present invention, it is
possible to easily inhibit the returning light.

In addition, when the phase control structure 20 is intro-
duced, the reflection light from the optical branch section 24
after the second stage does not contribute to the returning
light in the multi-stage branched optical waveguide 18, and
thus the optical branch section 24 of which the amplitude
reflectance is relatively high is allowed to be used insofar as
the stage is after the second stage.

For example, it is possible to use the optical branch section
24 of which the amplitude reflectance is low in the first stage,
and to use the optical branch section 24 of which the ampli-
tude reflectance is relatively high in the stage after the second
stage. In this case, the optical branch section 24 for which the
amplitude reflectance is required to be low may be only in the
first stage, and all the other optical branch sections may be the
optical branch section 24 of which the amplitude reflectance
is relatively high. In addition, the optical branch section 24 is
able to be downsized as an acceptable amplitude reflectance
becomes higher.

Therefore, when the phase control structure 20 is intro-
duced, an ultracompact optical branch section 24 is able to be
arranged in the stage after the second stage, and thus it con-
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tributes to the downsizing of the light source circuit 10 in
addition to the inhibition of the returning light.

Furthermore, in the embodiment described above, a case
where the phase control structure 20 is introduced between
the previous-stage optical branch section 24 and the subse-
quent-stage optical branch section 24 in order to inhibit the
returning light due to the reflection light generated in the
optical branch section 24 is illustrated, but the phase control
structure 20 may be introduced between the previous-stage
optical branch section 24 and a subsequent-stage optical
device 22 connected to the previous-stage optical branch
section 24, and thus the returning light caused by the optical
device may be inhibited.

Third Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

The light propagated through the optical waveguide 28 has
a property of being reflected in a portion where the structure
is changed. For this reason, the reflection light may be gen-
erated in a connection portion between the optical waveguide
28 and the optical device 22. Thus, in order to inhibit the
returning light caused by the optical device 22, the phase
control structure 20 may be introduced between the optical
device 22 and the previous-stage optical branch section 24
thereof as illustrated in FIG. 7.

For example, in this case, the phase control structure 20
may be an optical waveguide of a length for satisfying IL, -
L,I=(Ya+1/2)) (i=0, 1, 2, . . . ) when the light path lengths of
the optical waveguide 28 between the input terminal of the
optical device 22 and the two output terminals 24a and 245 of
the previous-stage optical branch section 24 of the optical
device are set to L; and L,. Accordingly, it is possible to
inhibit the returning light caused by the optical device 22.
Such an effect is not able to be realized by the concept of the
related art in which the returning light is inhibited by decreas-
ing the reflection light in the optical branch section.

Fourth Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

In addition, in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5 to FIG.
7, a case where the multi-stage branched optical waveguides
18, 30, and 32 in which the two or more stages of optical
branch sections 24 are cascadingly connected are used is
illustrated, but the present invention may be applied to a case
where a one-stage branched optical waveguide 34, that is, a
branched optical waveguide 34 including only one optical
branch section 24 is used as illustrated in FIG. 8, and it is
indisputable that the same effect is able to be obtained.

Here, in the description of the embodiment described
above, a condition of IL,-L,I=(Y4+i/2)A (1=0,1, 2, .. .) is
satisfied by the phase control structure 20. Here, when a case
in which an emission wavelength of the semiconductor laser
diode light source 14 is shifted from a designed value accord-
ing to an influence of a temperature change or the like is
considered, a case of i=0is preferable since the returning light
is able to be maximally inhibited at the time of i=0. Herein-
after, the reason will be described.

First, a case where the emission wavelength of the semi-
conductor laser diode light source 14 is identical to the
designed value is considered. The condition of IL,-L,|=(Y4+
1/2)A (1=0, 1, 2, . . .) is satisfied by the phase control structure
20. When the light reciprocates such an optical waveguide, a
light path difference in the reciprocation is 21L, =L, I=(V2+1)A.

Here, when a phase amount corresponding to 2IL,-L,| is
set to 0, it is possible to indicate as 0=(27/A)x2IL,-L,|=n(1+
2i). That is, according to the light path difference in the
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reciprocation 2IL,-L,l, the anti-phase state in which the
phases are different from each other by 180° is formed.

Next, a case where the emission wavelength of the semi-
conductor laser diode light source 14 is shifted from the
designed value according to the influence of the temperature
change or the like, and the wavelength of the light is changed
to A+AM is considered. When the phase amount correspond-
ing to the light path difference in the reciprocation 21L,-L, | is
set to O+A0, it is possible to indicate as 0+A0=(27/(A+AN))x
2IL,-L,l=m (142i)(M(A+AN)), and a phase change amount
A0 is indicated as AB=m(1+21)(A/(A+AN))—m(1+21)=—m(1+21)
(AN(A+AN)). However, here, for the sake of simplicity, wave-
length dependency of an effective refractive index of an opti-
cal waveguide is not considered.

According to the formula described above, a shift AB from
the designed value of the phase amount is minimum at the
time of i=0. That is, when the emission wavelength of the
semiconductor laser diode light source 14 is shifted from the
designed value according to the influence of the temperature
change or the like, the phase control structure 20 at the time of
i=0 is able to maximally inhibit the returning light. Accord-
ingly, in general, it is preferable that the phase control struc-
ture 20 have a structure for satisfying the condition of IL, -
L,I=A\/4. However, in consideration of a restriction of an
arrangement of each optical branch section 24, or the like, the
phase control structure 20 may have a structure for satistying
the condition of IL, -L,|=(Y4+i/2)A (i=1, 2, . . . ) other than the
case of i=0.

Fifth Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

FIG. 9 illustrates the light source circuit in which the direc-
tional coupler 36 is combined with a previous stage of the
multi-stage branched optical waveguide 18. Usually, the
directional coupler 36 has a characteristic that the amplitude
reflectance is low. Accordingly, when the directional coupler
36 is used in the previous stage of the multi-stage branched
optical waveguide 18, the amplitude reflectance R | of the first
stage optical branch section is able to be low, and thus it is
possible to effectively inhibit the returning light caused by the
multi-stage branched optical waveguide.

The directional coupler 36 illustrated in FIG. 9 includes a
first input terminal 36a and a second input terminal 365, and
a first output terminal 36¢ and a second output terminal 36d.
Then, the introduced light waveguide 16 is connected to the
first input terminal 36a, and the multi-stage branched optical
waveguide 18 is connected to each of the first output terminal
36¢ and the second output terminal 364 through the optical
waveguide 28. In addition, a phase control structure 20' is
introduced to any one of the optical waveguides 28 (in FIG. 9,
the optical waveguide 28 connected to the second output
terminal 364) connected to the first output terminal 36¢ and
the second output terminal 364 of the directional coupler 36.

The phase control structure 20' may be an optical
waveguide of a length with which an absolute value IL,"-L,l
of a difference between a light path length L' from the first
output terminal 36¢ of the directional coupler 36 to the input
terminal 24¢ of the next-stage optical branch section 24 along
the optical waveguide 28 connected to the first output termi-
nal 36¢, and a light path length L' from the second output
terminal 364 of the directional coupler 36 to the input termi-
nal 24c¢ of the next-stage optical branch section 24 along the
optical waveguide 28 connected to the second output terminal
36d is set to (i/2)A (i=0, 1, 2, 3, . . . ). Since an operating
principle of the directional coupler 36 is different from the
operating principle of the optical branch section 24 such as
the multimode interference waveguide or the Y-branched
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optical waveguide, the phase control structure 20" is different
from the phase control structure 20 which is introduced to the
subsequent stage of the optical branch section 24 such as the
multimode interference waveguide or the Y-branched optical
waveguide.

At the time of using such a directional coupler 36, when
phase control is suitably performed, the light incident on the
first input terminal 36a of the directional coupler 36 is dis-
tributed to the first output terminal 36c¢ and the second output
terminal 364, whereas the reflection light generated in the
next-stage optical branch section 24 connected to the first
output terminal 36¢ and the second output terminal 364 is
emitted to the second input terminal 365 through the first
output terminal 36¢ and the second output terminal 36d.
Therefore, it is possible to inhibit the returning light caused
by the branched optical waveguide 18.

Furthermore, when the directional coupler 36 is used, the
phase control structure 20" which is introduced to the optical
waveguide 28 connected to the subsequent stage of the direc-
tional coupler 36 is the optical waveguide of the length for
satisfying IL,'-L,"1=(i/2)A (i=0, 1, 2, . . . ), and in consider-
ation of a case where the emission wavelength of the semi-
conductor laser diode light source 14 is shifted from the
designated value according to the influence of the tempera-
ture change or the like, the phase control structure 20" at the
time of i=0 is able to maximally inhibit the returning light as
is the case of the optical branch section 24.

Further, in FIG. 9, when a 2x2 multimode interference
waveguide 37 illustrated in FIG. 10 is used instead of the
directional coupler 36, the same operation and the same effect
are realized.

In the embodiment described above, an example of using
the two-branched optical branch section 24 which distributes
the input light to two optical waveguides is illustrated. How-
ever, the present invention is able to be applied to an
N-branched optical branch section which distributes the input
lightto N (N=3, 4,5, ...) optical waveguides 28 as the optical
branch section 24. For example, the phase control structure 20
is able to be introduced to the multi-stage branched optical
waveguide using a 1xN multimode interference waveguide or
a 1xN Y-branched optical waveguide as the optical branch
section 24.

As an example of a three-branched optical branch section
38, a 1x3 multimode interference waveguide is illustrated in
FIG. 11, and a 1x3 Y-branched optical waveguide is illus-
trated in FIG. 12. The 1x3 multimode interference waveguide
illustrated in FIG. 11 includes one input terminal 384 and
three output terminals (a first output terminal 385, a second
output terminal 38¢, and a third output terminal 384), and
distributes the light input to the input terminal 38a into the
first output terminal 384, the second output terminal 38¢, and
the third output terminal 384.

Similarly, the 1x3 type Y-branched optical waveguide
illustrated in FIG. 12 includes one input terminal 384 and
three output terminals (a first output terminal 385, a second
output terminal 38¢, and a third output terminal 384), and
distributes the light input to the input terminal 38a into the
first output terminal 384, the second output terminal 38¢, and
the third output terminal 384.

Sixth Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

FIG. 13 illustrates an embodiment of a multi-stage
branched optical waveguide 40 using the three-branched opti-
cal branch section 38. In the multi-stage light branched opti-
cal waveguide 40 illustrated in FIG. 13, the phase control
structure 20 is introduced to the optical waveguide 28 extend-
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ing between the third output terminal 384 of a first stage
optical branch section 38 and the input terminal 38a of a
second stage optical branch section 38 connected to the third
output terminal 384, and the introduced phase control struc-
ture 20 controls an absolute value IL,-L;| of a difference
between a light path length [, from the first output terminal
386 of the first stage optical branch section 38 to the input
terminal 38a of the second stage optical branch section 38
along the optical waveguide 28 connected to the first output
terminal 385, and a light path length L; from the third output
terminal 384 of the first stage optical branch section 38 to the
input terminal 38a of the second stage optical branch section
38 along the optical waveguide 28 connected to the third
output terminal 384 to be (Y4+1/2)\ (i=0, 1, 2, .. .).

In the multi-stage branched optical waveguide 40 illus-
trated in FIG. 13, even when the reflection light is generated
in the second stage three-branched optical branch section 38,
the reflection light incident on the first output terminal 386
and the reflection light incident on the third output terminal
38d of the first stage three-branched optical branch section 38
are in the anti-phased state, and cancel each other out, and
thus are not able to be combined in the input terminal 38a of
the first stage three-branched optical branch section 38.

Accordingly, the reflection light generated in the second
stage optical branch section 38 connected to the first stage
first output terminal 385 and the third output terminal 384
does not contribute to the returning light. Therefore, when the
phase control structure 20 is introduced according to the
present invention, it is possible to effectively inhibit the
returning light in the multi-stage branched optical waveguide
40 using the three-branched optical branch section 38.

FIG. 14 illustrates a 1x4 multimode interference
waveguide as an example of a four-branched optical branch
section 42. The 1x4 multimode interference waveguide
includes one input terminal 42a and four output terminals (a
first output terminal 425, a second output terminal 42¢, a third
output terminal 42d, and a fourth output terminal 42¢), and
distributes the light input to the input terminal 42¢ into the
first output terminal 425, the second output terminal 42¢, the
third output terminal 424, and the fourth output terminal 42e.

Seventh Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

FIG. 15 illustrates an embodiment of a branched optical
waveguide 44 using the four-branched optical branch section
42. In the branched optical waveguide 44 illustrated in FIG.
15, a first phase control structure 20-1 is introduced to the
optical waveguide 28 extending between the third output
terminal 424 of a first stage optical branch section 42 and the
input terminal 42a of a second stage optical branch section 42
connected to the third output terminal 424, and a second
phase control structure 20-2 is introduced to the optical
waveguide 28 extending between the fourth output terminal
42¢ of the first stage optical branch section 42 and the input
terminal 42a of the second stage optical branch section 42
connected to the fourth output terminal 42e.

The first phase control structure 20-1 controls an absolute
value IL,-L;| of a difference between a light path length L,
from the second output terminal 42¢ of the first stage optical
branch section 42 to the input terminal 42a of the second stage
optical branch section 42 along the optical waveguide 28
connected to the second output terminal 42¢, and a light path
length L, from the third output terminal 424 of the first stage
optical branch section 42 to the input terminal 42a of the
second stage optical branch section 42 along the optical
waveguide 28 connected to the third output terminal 424 to be
(Ya+i/2)A (1=0, 1, 2, . . . ), and the second phase control
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structure 20-2 controls an absolute value L, -L,| of a differ-
ence between a light path length L, from the first output
terminal 425 of the first stage optical branch section 42 to the
input terminal 42a of the second stage optical branch section
42 along the optical waveguide 28 connected to the first
output terminal 425, and a light path length [, from the fourth
output terminal 42e of the first stage optical branch section 42
to the input terminal 42a of the second stage optical branch
section 42 along the optical waveguide 28 connected to the
fourth output terminal 42¢ to be (Y4+1/2)A (i=0, 1, 2, .. .).

Inthe branched optical waveguide 44 illustrated in FIG. 15,
even when the reflection light is generated in the second stage
four-branched optical branch section 42, the reflection light
incident on the first output terminal 425 and the reflection
light incident on the fourth output terminal 42¢ of the first
stage four-branched optical branch section 42 are in the anti-
phased state, and cancel each other out, and thus are not able
to be combined in the input terminal 42a of the first stage
four-branched optical branch section 42.

Similarly, the reflection light incident on the second output
terminal 42¢ and the reflection light incident on the third
output terminal 424 of the first stage four-branched optical
branch section 42 are not able to be combined in the input
terminal 42a of the first stage four-branched optical branch
section 42.

Accordingly, the reflection light generated in the second
stage optical branch section 42 does not contribute to the
returning light. Therefore, when the phase control structures
20-1 and 20-2 are introduced according to the present inven-
tion, it is possible to effectively inhibit the returning light in
the branched optical waveguide 44 using the four-branched
optical branch section 42.

By the same principle, when the phase control structure 20
is introduced according to the present invention, it is possible
to effectively inhibit the returning light in the branched opti-
cal waveguide using an N-branched optical branch section
(N=5,6,7,...).

In this regard, the present invention is able to effectively
and maximally inhibit the returning light when the number of
branches of the optical branch section is an even number. For
example, when the three-branched optical branch section 38
illustrated in F1G. 13 is used, the returning light caused by the
reflection light which is generated in the second stage optical
branch section 38 connected to the first output terminal 385
and the second stage optical branch section 38 connected to
the third output terminal 384 is able to be sufficiently inhib-
ited, but the returning light caused by the reflection light
which is generated in the second stage optical branch section
38 connected to the second output terminal 38¢ is not able to
be sufficiently inhibited.

Furthermore, in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 13 and
FIG. 15, the optical branch section 38 or 42 is connected in the
second stage, but the optical device 22 may be connected
instead of the optical branch section 38 or 42, and even in this
case, the same effect is obtained.

Eighth Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

Further, the present invention is able to be applied to a
multi-stage branched optical waveguide which is configured
by freely combining the optical branch sections with different
number of branches. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 16,
the phase control structures 20-1 and 20-2 are able to be
introduced to a multi-stage branched optical waveguide 46
which is configured by combining the four-branched optical
branch section 42 and a two-branched optical branch section
38.
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In addition, the present invention is able to be applied not
only to a branched optical waveguide which is configured by
using an optical branch section for equally distributing the
inputlightinto N (N=2,3, 4, ...) optical waveguides, but also
to a branched optical waveguide which is configured by using
an optical branch section for distributing the input light into N
(N=2, 3, 4, ... ) optical waveguides at any ratio.

For example, when the two-branched optical branch sec-
tion 24 is used, output light with respect to the two optical
waveguides 28 may be distributed at any ratio in addition to a
ratio of 1:1. The optical branch section 24 for distributing the
light at a ratio other than the ratio of 1:1 is able to be realized,
for example, by arranging the two optical waveguides 28 (or
the output terminals) on an output side in asymmetric posi-
tions in the 1x2 multimode interference waveguide.

In such a case, the phase control structure 20 is introduced
by applying the present invention, and thus it is possible to
inhibit the returning light. In this regard, the returning light is
successfully inhibited as the output light with respect to the
two optical waveguides 28 is distributed at a ratio closer to
1:1.

In addition, when the N-branched (N=3, 4, 5, . . . ) optical
branch section is used, the output light with respect to N
optical waveguides may be distributed at any ratio in addition
to an equal division.

In this regard, the returning light is successfully inhibited
as a distribution ratio of the output light with respect to the N
optical waveguides is closer to symmetry. When the output
light is equally distributed to a pair of output terminals
arranged in symmetric positions in the optical branch section,
the inhibitive effect on the returning light is most satisfactory.

In the N-branched optical branch section, when the pair of
output terminals arranged in the symmetric positions are set
as an output terminal A and an output terminal B, the phase
control structure 20 controls an absolute value IL ,~Ll of a
difference between a light path length [, from the output
terminal A of the previous-stage optical branch section to the
next-stage optical branch section or the optical device, and a
light path length [ from the output terminal B of the previ-
ous-stage optical branch section to the next-stage optical
branch section or the optical device to be (Y4+i/2)h (i=0, 1,
2,...).

For example, in the three-branched optical branch section
38 as illustrated in FIG. 12, when the output light with respect
to the first output terminal 385 and the output light with
respect to the third output terminal 384 are identical to each
other, the returning light is maximally inhibited. In addition,
in the four-branched optical branch section 42 as illustrated in
FIG. 14, when the output light with respect to the second
output terminal 42¢ and the output light with respect to the
third output terminal 424 are identical to each other, and the
output lights with respect to the first output terminal 426 and
the fourth output terminal 42¢ are identical to each other, the
returning light is maximally inhibited.

Specifically, as illustrated in FIG. 17, even when an output
ratio with respect to the first output terminal 425, the second
output terminal 42¢, the third output terminal 424, and the
fourth output terminal 42¢ of the four-branched optical
branch section isnot evenat 1:2:2:1 (17%:33%:33%:17%), it
is possible to successfully inhibit the returning light.

Furthermore, when an output with respect to the pair of
output terminals arranged in the symmetric positions is
shifted from 1:1, the inhibitive effect on the returning light is
gradually decreased as the output ratio moves away from 1:1,
and is not lost instantly.
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(Phase Control Structure)

Next, the phase control structure 20 which is characteristic
of the present invention will be described in more detail.

The phase control structure 20 is introduced to set an abso-
lute value IL, -L,| of a difference between a light path length
L, ofalight path 1 from an output terminal 1 of the previous-
stage optical branch section to the next-stage optical branch
section or the optical device, and a light path length L., of a
light path 2 from an output terminal 2 (which is paired up with
the output terminal 1) of the previous-stage optical branch
section to the next-stage optical branch section or the optical
device to (Va+1/2)A (1=0, 1, 2, . .. ).

When the light path 1 and the light path 2 are exactly
identical to each other, the absolute value IL, -L,| of the light
path difference is 0. In order to set the light path difference
IL,-L,| to be equal to (Y4+1/2)A (i=0, 1, 2, . . . ), the light path
1 and the light path 2 are required to be different. The phase
control structure 20 is a structure corresponding to a differ-
ence between the light path 1 and the light path 2.

The light path length is indicated by an integral fn-dl with
respect to ndl which is obtained by multiplying a distance dl
and an effective refractive index n of the optical waveguide
together. Accordingly, the light path length may be controlled
by suitably adjusting the effective refractive index and the
length of the optical waveguide.

First, as a method for controlling the light path length, a
method using the length of the optical waveguide will be
described. As described in the above embodiment, for
example, a method in which an optical waveguide of a light
path length nAL=(Y4+1/2)A (i=0, 1, 2, . . . ) is introduced as the
phase control structure 20 as illustrated in FIG. 18 is included.
“n” indicates an effective refractive index of the optical
waveguide, and “AL” indicates a length of the optical
waveguide. The length AL of the optical waveguide may be
suitably determined such that the light path length nAL=(V4+
1/2)M is satisfied. This method is able to be easily realized by
adjusting the length of the optical waveguide as illustrated in
FIG. 18.

Second, as the method for controlling the light path length,
a method using the effective refractive index of the optical
waveguide will be described. A case where the effective
refractive index of the optical waveguide is changed by An
according to the introduction of the phase control structure 20
is considered. In this case, An may be determined such that
IAnLI=(Y4+i/2)A (=0, 1, 2, . . . ) is satisfied. “L” indicates a
length of the optical waveguide. As the method for changing
the effective refractive index of the optical waveguide, a
method for changing a shape of the optical waveguide is
included.

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 19, it is possible to
change the effective refractive index of the optical waveguide
by changing a width of the optical waveguide. The width of
the optical waveguide may be suitably determined such that
|AnL|=(Y4+1/2)\ is satisfied. This method is able to be easily
realized by adjusting the effective refractive index of the
optical waveguide (for example, the width of the optical
waveguide) as illustrated in FIG. 19.

Third, as the method for controlling the light path length, a
method using the effective refractive index and the length of
the optical waveguide will be described. For example, as
illustrated in FIG. 20 and FI1G. 21, an optical waveguide of an
effective refractive index n+An and a length AL may be intro-
duced as the phase control structure 20. At this time, the An
and the AL may be determined such that |AnALI=(Y4+1/2)A
(1=0, 1, 2, . . . ) is satisfied. In FIGS. 20 and 21, in order to
change the effective refractive index of the optical waveguide,
the width of the optical waveguide is adjusted.
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In FIG. 20, since a tapered region in which the width ofthe
optical waveguide is gradually changed is disposed in only
one optical waveguide, in a strict sense, the light path difter-
ence is indicated by |fAndLI. Accordingly, the An and the AL
are determined such that |fAndLI=(Y4+i/2)\ is satisfied.

In this regard, in FIG. 21, since the tapered region in which
the width of the optical waveguide is gradually changed is
disposed in both of the optical waveguides, the light path
difference is simply indicated by IAnALI|. The method of FIG.
21 has an advantage in that the design is simple compared to
the method of FIG. 20.

In addition, in order to control the light path length, the
methods described above may be freely combined. In the
present invention, the light path length L, =/n,-dl, and the
light path length L.,=[n,-dl, may be determined such that the
absolute value |L, -L,| of the light path difference is identical
to (Ya+1/2)A (1=0, 1, 2, . . . ). Here, the phase control structure
20 is the structure corresponding to the difference between
the light path 1 and the light path 2.

Ninth Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

Next, an introduction position of the phase control struc-
ture 20 which is characteristic of the present invention will be
described. As illustrated in FIG. 22, in principle, the phase
control structure 20 may be introduced to only one portion
between the first stage branch section 24 and the second stage
branch section 24.

Itis possible to inhibit the returning light with respect to the
input terminal 24¢ by setting the phases of the lights returned
to the first output terminal 244 and the second output terminal
24b to be in the anti-phased state using the phase control
structure 20.

However, in practice, positional dependence occurs in a
property of the optical waveguide according to a manufactur-
ing error, a temperature distribution on the substrate, or the
like. Accordingly, in order to effectively inhibit the returning
light, it is preferable that the phase control structure 20 be
introduced to each branch section 24, as illustrated in FIG. 7.
Even when the manufacturing error, the temperature distri-
bution on the substrate, or the like is occurred, it is possible to
sufficiently inhibit the returning light by increasing the num-
ber of phase control structures 20.

In addition, when the phase control structure 20 is intro-
duced to the only one portion between the first stage branch
section 24 and the second stage branch section 24, in order to
inhibit the returning light, it is preferable that a configuration
of the branch section or the optical device which is cascad-
ingly connected to the first output terminal 24a and the second
output terminal 245 is uniform. In this regard, when the phase
control structure 20 is introduced to each of the branch sec-
tions 24, the returning light in each of the branch sections 24
is locally inhibited, and thus the configuration of the branch
section or the optical device is able to be designed with a high
degree of freedom.

In the description of the above embodiment, it is described
that the phases of the lights returned to the first output termi-
nal 24a and the second output terminal 245 are in the anti-
phased state by using the phase control structure 20, and thus
the returning light with respect to the input terminal 24¢ is
able to be inhibited. This is because a single-mode optical
waveguide is assumed as the optical waveguide connected to
the input terminal 24c.

When the optical waveguide connected to the input termi-
nal 24¢ is a multi-mode optical waveguide, the returning light
may coupled to a high-order mode of the optical waveguide of
the input terminal 24¢ at the time that the phases of the lights
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returned to the first output terminal 24a and the second output
terminal 244 are in the anti-phased state by using the phase
control structure 20, and thus the returning light is not able to
be inhibited.

In such a case, a high-order mode cut filter may be intro-
duced to the multi-mode optical waveguide of the input ter-
minal 24¢. Even when the optical waveguide connected to the
input terminal 24c¢ is the multi-mode optical waveguide, the
returning light inhibitive effect described in the above
embodiment is able to be similarly obtained by introducing
the high-order mode cut filter.

As the high-order mode cut filter, for example, the single-
mode optical waveguide may be used. As illustrated in FIG.
23, the high-order mode is easily eliminated by connecting
the single-mode optical waveguide to the multi-mode optical
waveguide. Further, by devising the single-mode optical
waveguide to be bent or the like, the high-order mode is able
to be eliminated by a shorter distance.

Inthe present invention, the multi-mode optical waveguide
may be used in addition to the single-mode optical
waveguide.

As the semiconductor laser light source 14 of the embodi-
ment described above, for example, a Fabry-Perot type semi-
conductor laser diode, a distributed Bragg reflection type
semiconductor laser diode, and a distributed feedback type
semiconductor laser diode may be used. Particularly, it is
known that operation of the distributed feedback type semi-
conductor laser diode is likely to be unstable due to the
returning light.

Further, in the present invention, as the semiconductor
laser light source 14, a semiconductor laser diode array in
which a plurality of laser diodes is formed between two
electrodes on one chip as illustrated in FIG. 24 may be used.

In FIG. 25, an example of the embodiment of the light
source device using the semiconductor laser diode array
according to the present invention is illustrated. By using the
semiconductor laser diode array, densification of the light
source and an increase in the number of light outputs are
realized.

In the light source device using the semiconductor laser
diode array, a problem in which variation occurs in the light
output from each laser diode due to the returning light exists.

In a case of the semiconductor laser diode array, the plu-
rality of laser diodes is formed on the one chip, and the
plurality of laser diodes is controlled by the two electrodes (a
p-type electrode and an n-type electrode) at once. For this
reason, it is not possible to deal with the problem when a
variation occurs in the light output from each laser diode due
to the returning light.

Thus, in the light source device using the semiconductor
laser diode array, a major problem in which the operation of
the light source device is likely to be unstable due to the
returning light exists.

The present invention is able to be applied to the light
source device using the semiconductor laser diode array, and
thus provides a solution for realizing stabilization of the
operation of the light source device using the semiconductor
laser diode array.

Further, in the present invention, a mechanism for dynami-
cally controlling the phase (the light path length) may be
introduced to the phase control structure 20. Usually, as the
mechanism for dynamically controlling the phase, a phase
modulator used in an optical modulator, an optical switch, or
the like may be used. For example, a refractive index of the
optical waveguide is changed by using a thermo-optic effect,
an electro-optic effect, and a carrier plasma effect, and thus
the phase is able to be dynamically controlled.
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By dynamically controlling the absolute value IL,-L,| of
the light path difference, an increase of the returning light
caused by a dynamic change of the emission wavelength, a
dynamic change of the device temperature or the like is able
to be considerably inhibited, and thus the light source device
is able to be more stably operated.

Tenth Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 26, the mechanism for
dynamically controlling the phase is able to be introduced to
the phase control structure 20 by introducing a micro heater
(the thermo-optic effect).

Further, in the embodiment as illustrated in FIG. 9 of the
present invention, a monitor may be connected to the second
input terminal 365 of the directional coupler, and thus a state
of the returning light may be observed. When the returning
light with respect to the second input terminal 365 of the
directional coupler is maximized, the returning light with
respect to the first input terminal 36a of the directional cou-
pler is maximally inhibited.

In addition, the 2x2 multimode interference waveguide
may be used instead of the directional coupler.

Eleventh Embodiment of Light Source Circuit

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 27, by introducing an
optical receiver as the monitor to the second input terminal
366 of the directional coupler, it is possible to observe the
state of the returning light.

In FIG. 27, in addition to the monitor, a dynamic phase
control mechanism using the micro heater (the thermo-optic
effect) is introduced to the phase control structure 20' and the
phase control structure 20. The phase is dynamically con-
trolled according to an observed value of the monitor, and
thus it is possible to more precisely inhibit the returning light.

As described above, the light source circuit 10 of the
present invention is described with reference to the illustrated
embodiments, but the present invention is not limited to the
illustrated embodiments. For example, it is possible to intro-
duce the phase control structure 20 to the optical waveguide
28 which connects the output terminal of the optical branch
section of five or more branches and the next-stage optical
branch section connected to the output terminal.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10 light source circuit

12 device substrate

14 semiconductor laser diode light source
18 branched optical waveguide

20 phase control structure

22 optical device

24 optical branch section

24q first output terminal

24b second output terminal

24¢ input terminal

28 optical waveguide

30 two-stage branched optical waveguide
32 four-stage branched optical waveguide
34 one-stage branched optical waveguide
36 directional coupler

37 2x2 multimode interference waveguide
38 optical branch section

40 multi-stage branched optical waveguide
42 optical branch section

44 branched optical waveguide

46 multi-stage branched optical waveguide
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The invention claimed is:

1. A light source circuit in which at least one optical branch
section for branching one input side optical waveguide into at
least a first output side optical waveguide and a second output
side optical waveguide is formed on a substrate, and light
incident from a semiconductor laser light source is transmit-
ted to a plurality of optical devices, comprising:

a phase control structure for controlling a light path length
in which a light path length L, of an optical waveguide
between the optical branch section and a next-stage opti-
cal branch section or an optical device which is con-
nected to the first output side optical waveguide extend-
ing from the optical branch section, and a light path
length L, of an optical waveguide between the optical
branch section and a next-stage optical branch section or
an optical device which is connected to the second out-
put side optical waveguide are controlled such that an
absolute value of a difference between the light path
length L, and the light path length L, is (V4+i/2) times (i
is 0 or a positive integer) a wavelength of the light
propagated through the light source circuit.

2. A light source device, comprising:

a semiconductor laser light source; and

the light source circuit according to claim 1, which is
connected to the semiconductor laser light source.

3. The light source circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the phase control structure includes a dynamic
phase control mechanism for dynamically adjusting the
light path length.

4. The light source circuit according to claim 3,

wherein the dynamic phase control mechanism is a phase
modulator.

5. The light source circuit according to claim 3,

wherein the dynamic phase control mechanism is a micro
heater.

6. The light source circuit according to claim 1,

wherein a plurality of stages of the optical branch section is
formed on the substrate.

7. The light source circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the optical branch section equally distributes the
light to all of the output side optical waveguides.

8. The light source circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the optical branch section includes a 1xN multi-
mode interference waveguide or a 1xN'Y branched opti-
cal waveguide (N is a positive integer of 2 or more).

9. The light source circuit according to claim 1,

wherein the substrate is a silicon substrate or an SOI sub-
strate.

10. A light source circuit in which at least one optical
branch section for branching one input side optical
waveguide into at least a first output side optical waveguide
and a second output side optical waveguide is formed on a
substrate, and light incident from a semiconductor laser light
source is transmitted to a plurality of optical devices,

wherein a light path length [; of an optical waveguide
between the optical branch section and a next-stage opti-
cal branch section or an optical device which is con-
nected to the first output side optical waveguide extend-
ing from the optical branch section, and a light path
length L., of an optical waveguide between the optical
branch section and a next-stage optical branch section or
an optical device which is connected to the second out-
put side optical waveguide are selected such that an
absolute value of a difference between the light path
length L, and the light path length L, is (V4+i/2) times (i
is 0 or a positive integer) a wavelength of the light
propagated through the light source circuit.
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11. The light source circuit according to claim 10,

wherein a plurality of stages of the optical branch section is

formed on the substrate.

12. The light source circuit according to claim 10,

wherein the optical branch section includes a 1xN multi-

mode interference waveguide or a 1xN'Y branched opti-
cal waveguide (N is a positive integer of 2 or more).

13. The light source circuit according to claim 10,

wherein the substrate is a silicon substrate or an SOI sub-

strate.

14. A light source device, comprising:

a semiconductor laser light source; and

the light source circuit according to claim 10, which is

connected to the semiconductor laser light source.

15. The light source device according to claim 14,

wherein the semiconductor laser light source includes a

compound semiconductor laser diode or a compound
semiconductor laser diode array.

16. The light source circuit according to claim 10,

wherein the optical branch section equally distributes the

light to all of the output side optical waveguides.

17. The light source circuit according to claim 10,

wherein a directional coupler or a 2x2 multimode interfer-

ence waveguide is disposed in a previous stage to the
input side optical waveguide of the optical branch sec-
tion.

18. The light source circuit according to claim 17,

wherein a light path length L., from the first output side

optical waveguide of the directional coupler or the 2x2
multimode interference waveguide to the next-stage
optical branch section, and a light path length L from
the second output side optical waveguide of the direc-
tional coupler or the 2x2 multimode interference
waveguide to the next-stage optical branch section are
selected such that an absolute value of a difference
between the light path length L , and the light path length
Lz is1/2 times (i is O or a positive integer) the wavelength
of the light transmitted through the light source circuit.

19. The light source circuit according to claim 17,

wherein an optical monitor is connected to one input side

optical waveguide of the directional coupler or the 2x2
multimode interference waveguide.

20. A light source circuit in which at least one optical
branch section for sequentially branching one input side opti-
cal waveguide into at least a first output side optical
waveguide, a second output side optical waveguide, a third
output side optical waveguide, and a fourth output side optical
waveguide is formed on a substrate, and light incident from a
semiconductor laser light source is transmitted to a plurality
of optical devices,

wherein the first to the fourth output side optical

waveguides extend from the optical branch section to a
next-stage optical branch section or the optical device,
the first and the fourth output side optical waveguides,
and the second and the third output side optical
waveguide are paired, respectively, and a light path
length is selected such that an absolute value of a differ-
ence between a light path length of one output side
optical waveguide of each pair of output side optical
waveguides of the optical branch section and a light path
length of the other output side optical waveguide of each
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pair of output side optical waveguides of the optical
branch section is (Y4+1/2) times (i is O or an positive
integer) a wavelength of the light transmitted through
the light source circuit.

21. The light source circuit according to claim 20,

wherein a directional coupler or a 2x2 multimode interfer-
ence waveguide is disposed in a previous stage to the
input side optical waveguide of the optical branch sec-
tion.

22. The light source circuit according to claim 21,

wherein a light path length L, from the first output side
optical waveguide of the directional coupler or the 2x2
multimode interference waveguide to the next-stage
optical branch section, and a light path length .5 from
the second output side optical waveguide of the direc-
tional coupler or the 2x2 multimode interference
waveguide to the next-stage optical branch section are
selected such that an absolute value of a difference
between the light path length [ , and the light path length
L is1/2 times (iis O or a positive integer ) the wavelength
of the light transmitted through the light source circuit.

23. The light source device according to claim 22,

wherein the semiconductor laser light source includes a
compound semiconductor laser diode or a compound
semiconductor laser diode array.

24. The light source circuit according to claim 20,

wherein the optical branch section equally distributes the
light to all of the output side optical waveguides.

25. The light source circuit according to claim 20,

wherein a directional coupler or a 2x2 multimode interfer-
ence waveguide is disposed in a previous stage to the
input side optical waveguide of the optical branch sec-
tion.

26. The light source circuit according to claim 25,

wherein a light path length L., from the first output side
optical waveguide of the directional coupler or the 2x2
multimode interference waveguide to the next-stage
optical branch section, and a light path length .5 from
the second output side optical waveguide of the direc-
tional coupler or the 2x2 multimode interference
waveguide to the next-stage optical branch section are
selected such that an absolute value of a difference
between the light path length [ , and the light path length
L is1/2 times (iis O or a positive integer ) the wavelength
of the light transmitted through the light source circuit.

27. The light source circuit according to claim 20,

wherein the optical branch section includes a 1xN multi-
mode interference waveguide or a 1xN'Y branched opti-
cal waveguide (N is a positive integer of 2 or more).

28. The light source circuit according to claim 20,

wherein the substrate is a silicon substrate or an SOI sub-
strate.

29. A light source device, comprising:

a semiconductor laser light source; and

the light source circuit according to claim 20, which is
connected to the semiconductor laser light source.

30. The light source device according to claim 29,

wherein the semiconductor laser light source includes a
compound semiconductor laser diode or a compound
semiconductor laser diode array.
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